
Creating a diverse & qualified workforce 
for West Michigan



Building Talent Bridges
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Career exploration events 
that connect students, 
families & industry

• Awareness
• Exploration
• Preparation



Parents Role in Career Development
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Expectation Example

What expectations do parents 
have for their children’s education 
and career?

What career examples do parents 
set for their children?

Values Opportunities

What values do parents show their 
children, other family members, 
friends?

What opportunities do parents 
offer their children to learn and 
develop, and where do they find 
those opportunities?
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The Non-Renewable Resource

620

4

1,080 1,825



Parents – The Real Influencers
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ADULTS IN 
INDUSTRY

A Little A Lot



Career Exploration Events  
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Career Exploration Events  
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Immediate Impact
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Expand the Circle
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Who else needs 

to see this? 



Go-To Resource

What would make this part of your 

regular work-flow? 
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May 20, 2026
DeVos Place

Register to exhibit by 
March 20, 2026
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Karrie Brown
Business Solutions Manager

616.265.0999

kbrown@westmiworks.org

215 Straight Ave. NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
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Bill Guest
President, Metrics Reporting

616.430.0828

bill.guest@metricsreporting.com
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